
Natural Inquirer Outdoor FACTivity: Animal Investigation 

Common Core Standards Addressed:  

 RI.7.10 

 W7.2; W7.4 

 SL.7.1; SL.7.4 

 L.7.1; L. 7.3 
 

 

 

National Science Education Standards 

Addressed: 

 Structure and function in living systems 

 Populations and ecosystems 

 Populations, resources, and 

environments 

 Science as a human endeavor 

 Nature of science 

Time and Materials Needed: 

 1-2 class periods 

 Natural Inquirer Time Out! Monograph or Natural Inquirer Urban Forest edition  

o Note: These journals may be used in conjunction with this activity to highlight concepts 

and research involving the outdoors. This activity may also be used as a stand-alone 

lesson.   

In this FACTivity, your class will collect items that represent clues from animals. These items are clues 

that an animal has been in the area. After collecting these items, you will write a short story about your 

animal item. 

To get started, your class will work with your teacher to determine the best place to look for animal 

objects. Your schoolyard likely has animals that visit during the day (i.e., birds, butterflies, and insects) or 

at night (i.e., raccoons, opossums, and mice). These animals may leave clues behind after their visit. If 

you are not able to look for objects in the schoolyard, you can look for objects around your house. Your 

teacher should also have several items on hand that you can use in the event you are unable to find an 

object of your own.  

Animals leave behind various clues and objects when they visit an area. They may 

leave behind feathers or hair, tracks or scat (animal droppings) and scratches or 

rubs. Rubs are marks on trees where animals such as deer have been rubbing their 

antlers or bodies. Evidence of rubs may be bark that has been peeled off or hair 

that has stuck to the tree bark. You may also find clues from animals that are no 

longer living, such as bones, skulls, or teeth. If you are able to pick up the object 

and take it with you, do so. Remember that live animals (i.e., turtles, insects, butterflies) should not be 

removed from their natural environment. If you see an item that you want to take but aren’t sure if you 

should or not, check with your teacher first. If you are not able to take the object, such as a skeleton or 

scratches on a tree, take a photograph of the object or draw a picture of it.  

Your class should hold a brief discussion on animals and the clues they leave behind.  Think of some 

animals that may visit your schoolyard. Why are they visiting this area? Is there food, water, or shelter 

for them? Are they just passing through on their way to another location? Discuss with your classmates 



and develop a list of animals from which you may find clues. After you develop your list of animals, 

you’re ready to begin collecting clues!  

If your class decided to search for clues in the schoolyard, your teacher will lead the 

class outside. Spend 15 minutes searching for clues. Remember that clues may not be 

a physical object that can be held in your hand. You may find a track, or footprint, of 

an animal or you may find torn leaves on a plant from where an animal has been 

feeding. Take a photograph or sketch a picture of any clues that you cannot pick up 

and take indoors.  

After you and your classmates are finished collecting your animal objects, return to the classroom. You 

will now use your object to write a short story.  The story can be from the viewpoint of the animal that 

left the clue behind, or it can be from your own point of view. For example, if your object is a bird 

feather, your story may be the bird discussing why it was in the area and how the feather got left 

behind. Use your imagination and be creative!  

After you and your classmates have finished writing your short stories, your teacher may choose to have 

you share your story with the class. As a class, discuss the objects that you found and the animals that 

left them behind.  

Extension: 

Collect additional animal objects that you find while you are spending time outdoors. Store them in a 

small container and bring them into the classroom to share with your teacher and other students. The 

“Let’s Move Outside” initiative states that regular outdoor exercise is proven to improve children’s 

physical and mental health. Outdoor activity helps children maintain a healthy weight, increases 

immunity and bone health and lowers stress (http://www.letsmove.gov). Searching for animal clues is a 

fun way to explore the outdoors and gain these benefits. Use your imagination and get creative!  

http://www.letsmove.gov/

